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	Contra Costa College


	Course Outline


	Department & Number
	LARAZA 250
	Number of Weeks per term
	18

	

Course Title
	Poetry for the People: Introduction to the Art of Poetry
	Lecture Hours per term
	54

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours per term
	

	Co-requisite
	
	*HBA per term
	

	Prerequisite or concurrently
	
	Activity Hours per term
	

	Challenge Policy                    
	
	Units
	3

	Advisory
	


	*HOURS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
	
	Hours per term.

	 ACTIVITIES: (Please provide a list of the activities students will perform in order to satisfy the HBA requirement):

	


	COURSE DESCRIPTION


	This course introduces students to poetry as culture, history, criticism, politics, and practice. Focusing comparatively on poetry from three American racial/ethnic groups, this course requires students to learn both the technical structure of various forms of poetry as well as the world views which inform specific poetic traditions. The groups and traditions may vary from semester to semester but will include three of the following: Chicano/Latino, African/African American, Asian/Asian American, Pacific Islander, and Indigenous/Native American.


	COURSE OBJECTIVES

	At the completion of the course the student will be able to:


	Identify the main elements of the poetic traditions of three American racial/ethnic groups.

	Discuss the literary work of at least one major author of each poetic tradition, with special attention to style, poetic structure, and theme.

	Craft poetry that falls within the tradition of three American racial/ethnic groups, either in theme or style.

	Develop a critical understanding of the interconnections of race, ethnicity, class, sexuality and gender.


  COURSE CONTENT: (In detail; attach additional information as needed and include percentage breakdown) 
	25
	%
	Readings of selected poetry from three American racial/ethnic groups.

	25
	%
	Analysis of literary texts concerning: literary elements, genre, ideas, language, intent, tone, theme, history, and culture.

	20
	%
	Exposure to the history and worldview of three selected American racial/ethnic groups. 

	20
	%
	Development of poetry/creative writing skills.

	10
	%
	Development of oral presentation/performance skills.


	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION


	Lecture

	Small and large group discussion 

	Small group poetry workshops

	Demonstration of poetry writing techniques

	Collaborative Learning

	Audio-Visual


	INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS


	Textbook Title:
	Course Reader

	 Author:
	

	        Publisher:
	

	   Edition/Date:
	


	COURSE EXPECTATIONS (Use applicable expectations)


	       Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
	Hours per week


	Weekly Reading Assignments
	3

	Weekly Writing Assignments
	3

	Weekly Math Problems
	

	Lab or Software Application Assignments
	

	Other Performance Assignments
	


 STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	50
	%
	Poetry portfolio that includes poetry writing assignments with each finalized poem having gone through one peer revision and one additional student revisions

	30
	%
	Midterm analytical essay demonstrating an understanding of the major elements of the poetic tradition of three American racial/ethnic groups

	10
	%
	Poetry workshop, writing constructive comments on other students poetry

	10
	%
	Final oral presentation/performance open to the college community


	  GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, CR/NC, or SC)


	X
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A 
	70% and above = Pass
	90% - 100% = A

	80% -   89% = B      
	Below 70% = No Pass                                  
	80% -   89% = B

	70%  -  79% = C     
	
	70%  -  79% = C

	60%  -  69% = D    
	
	60%  -  69% = D

	Below   60% = F  
	
	Below   60% = F

	or

	70% and above = Pass

	Below 70% = No Pass


	Prepared by:
	Agustin Palacios


	Date:
	8/20/2009
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